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Homework

1. Finish your listening post: add your favourite
blogs to Google Reader and create a sample of
Google Alerts. Check them every second day to

start.

2. Find three to five blog entries you wish you had
written.

3. Sign up for a WordPress blog at
www.wordpress.com
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Story of Self?
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Who does a good job of telling the ‘Story of Self’:
in the first person,

sharing of experience,
building trust
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Story of Us?
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Do | like this because:
you feel included in the group being spoken to

you feel spoken to

Share with partner: what can | borrow from these authors?
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Express yourself.
Start a blog.

Nervous? Technically challenged?
Go from zero to hero with our
10-step walk-through guide.

T — e
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Let’s sign in to the blog we created, or sign up quickly if we
haven't already.
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Choose a Theme

Your WordPress ‘theme’ determines the
appearance - colors, fonts, some layout
- of your blog.
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A way to ‘skin’ your blog. You can easily switch between themes,
as we will see in a moment.
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Choose a Theme

0] Appearance
Themes
Widgets
Menus
Extras
iPad
Theme Options
Background
Typekit Fonts
Edit CSS
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You have hundreds of themes to choose from, so you can make
your blog look many different ways.

To see how easy it is to switch themes - go to Appearance in the
left sidebar, and then Themes.
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Choose a Theme

Fusion Vostok Elegant Grunge
Soblant Activate | Preview e o
A flexible theme with a widget-ready A dark, elegant one-column theme with a An unwashed yet crisp theme with layouts
footer, custom header image and menu widget-ready footer. Options include a options, support for custom background
Layout options include flexible or fluid custom header image, custom and header, widget-ready footer, and an
main column, cholice of left or right background image and color, custom optional full-width page template that
sidebar, two right sidebars, or a full-width header images (using featured images for removes the sidebar
option with no sidebars posts and pages), and a full navigation

menu in the header Taqs 1an, brown, gray, dark

Tags: whit
Tags: dark, orange, one-<
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You will see 110 different themes available to you, organized by
tags.

Most are free, some are ‘premium’ themes you have to pay for.
You can preview a theme or activate it from this panel.
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You will see 110 different themes available to you, organized by
tags.

Most are free, some are ‘premium’ themes you have to pay for.
You can preview a theme or activate it from this panel.
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Widgets

Follow Us
w RSS - Posts
Widgets allow you to
dISp|ay d range of Get updates by e»mail! | |
information on your blog
Sign me up!
Categories

> blogger.com (2

> blogging for NGOs
> listening (2

> promotion (2

> Uncategorized (4)
> Why blog? (2

> wordpress (1
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You can create search forms, archive pages, lists of links, RSS
feed buttons, email subscription forms and a host of other
functionality on your blog.

This is the sidebar of our blog, showing examples of widgets that
are available to you.
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Widgets

0] Appearance

Themes
Widgets
Menus

Extras

iPad

Theme Options
Background
Typekit Fonts
Edit CSS
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Manage your widgets in the left sidebar under ‘Appearance’ >
Widgets

11
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Widgets

Available Widgets Sidebal -

Search
i RSS Links: Follow Us
Akismet
Blog Subscriptions: Get updates by e
Archives
) ri
A monthly archive of your site’s posts Categories
Author Grid Recent Posts: Recent
Show a grid of author avatar images.

Blogging for People Who Should | www.bloggingforpeoplewhoshould.com

Thursday, March 31, 2011 12

You simply drag widgets from the main panel to where you want
them to appear on your page.

Drag them off to deactivate them.

Let’s set up three common widgets: Search, email update
subscription form, and RSS links

Click on the right hand side down arrow to configure each widget.


http://www.bloggingforpeoplewhoshould.com
http://www.bloggingforpeoplewhoshould.com

Widgets

19| Settings

General
Writing
Reading

Discussion
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One more quick setting you might want to configure: your
'sharing’ links, so that people can spread the word about your

posts and your blog.

Go to the ‘Settings’ tab at the very bottom of the left hand

sidebar, open it and click on ‘Sharing’.

Add a share button from the options at the bottom of the page:
you can help readers share on twitter, facebook, reddit, etc.
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WordPress.com Upgrades

Dashboard

- -

'» Upgrades
Upgrades

Domains
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Upgrades you may want:
your own URL, or domain
No ads

CSS (design) freedom
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WordPress.com Upgrades

Add a Domain

Register a custom domain for your blog, or add
one you already own.

Registration  $5.00 Learn More

Mapping $12.00
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Domains:

You may want to register your own domain name.
You register it with a registrar, and then point it at a website.

You can register with WordPress.com or almost any web service
provider.

Mapping is if you have previously purchased your domain name.
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WordPress.com Upgrades

No-ads
Remove all ads from your blog.

$2997 Learn More
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You may want to get rid of ads on your site.

Note that you can’t run ads of your own, so you would have to
switch back to WordPress.org if you want to generate revenue.
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WordPress.com Upgrades

Custom CSS

Personalize your blog’s theme to make it your own.
CSS know-how required.

$14-97 Learn More
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CSS is the coding language used to determine how your blog
looks. It stands for Cascading Style Sheets.

If you want to make big changes to your blog’s design, you will
have to upgrade your blog to include the ability to edit CSS.
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WordPress.com

After the break: creating our first blog post

»~ Posts

Posts

Add New

Categories

Post Tags
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If any of this is confusing, check out the tutorials at :
http://learn.wordpress.com/
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